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Save Water with Dual Flush Toilets
Contributed by Jon Reed, Owner, Sportman’s 
Supply Campground & Cabins, Pagosa 
Springs, CO
As operating an ecologically sustainable busi-
ness finally becomes more important, we as 
campground owners are in a position to lead 

by example. Water, 
used in copi-
ous amounts by 
campgrounds and 
becoming more 
precious every 
day, is a resource 
we can begin 
conserving 

immediately. A 
long time stan-
dard in Europe, 
Australia and 
other water 
starved regions 
of the world, 
dual flush toilets 
offer an easy, 
cost effective 
way to conserve 
water. 

For eight 
years I have 
owned and 

operated Sportsman’s Supply Campground 
and Cabins in the mountains of southwest 
Colorado and understand firsthand the 
importance of conserving water. Last sum-
mer I replaced the two toilets in our lodge 
where most campers use the bathrooms 
and one toilet in our largest cabin with dual 
flush toilets made by Caroma. The day after 
I replaced the toilets water use declined by 
almost 30%. Water consumption declined 
by more than 25% for the season while our 
camper nights were up almost 15%. 

Skeptical at first about the durability as well 
as our guests’ ability to properly use the new 
toilets I was quickly impressed. Each toilet in 
the lodge gets used between 90 and 100 times 
a day during the summer and after almost four 
months of use, including use during hunting sea-
son where hunters can be exceptionally hard on 
things, the toilets were still operating perfectly. 

Since solid waste and liquid waste do not 
need the same amount of water to effectively 
flush down the drain, dual flush toilets use two 
buttons - usually located on the top of the 
tank- to flush different amounts of water. Most 

dual flush toilets use 1.6 gallons for solid waste 
and .8 gallons for liquid waste. Since most 
flushes are for liquid waste this quickly adds up 
to substantial water savings. Toilets manufac-
tured prior to 1994 generally used 3.6 gallons 
per flush (gpf), the standard since 1994 has 
been 1.6gpf  and now dual flush toilets reduce 
the current standard by about 30%. Studies 
have shown that a dual flush toilet will save an 
average family of four up to 10,000 gallons of 
water a year. Apply that math to a campground 
with several hundred campers a day for 5 
months – that’s a lot of water.

Unlike standard toilets that create a siphon 
in the trapway to evacuate waste, dual flush 
toilets use wash down technology. With 
asteeper pitched bowl, an open rim design 
and a four inch trapway (compared to less 
than two inches in a standard toilet) water 
is pushed quickly through the trapway forc-
ing waste down first followed by the water. 
Several advantages to wash down toilets 
include the fact that the trapways are larger 
resulting in fewer clogs (none were reported 
in our toilets in four months) and superior line 
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Please welcome our newest 
Supplier Members:
Doggie Walk Bags, Inc.
PO Box 228
Balboa Island, CA 92662-0228
949-548-2247
877-364-2247
rondi@thedogbag.com
www.doggiewalkbags.com
Contact: Rondi Alderman

Doggie Walk Bags is a cost effective 
method to encourage dog walkers to pick up 
and remove their pet’s nuisances. We are #1 
in the #2 business. 

Comsec Wireless
PO Box 241608
Anchorage, AK 99524
907-344-5164
cpreston@comsec-wireless.net
www.comsec-wireless.net
Contact: Charles Preston

Comsec Wireless provides educational 
products and services for WiFi and other 
wireless internet connection modes. 

The Cedar Store
5410 William Flynn Highway
Gadsonia, PA 15044
724-444-5300
724-444-5301 fax

888-293-2339 toll free
Joe.fidago@cedarstore.com
www.cedarstore.com
Contact:  Joe Fidago

Our expert craftsmen make gazebos, 
benches, picnic tables, pavilions and more. 
We furnish a great number of recreational 
and industrial parks, schools, college cam-
puses, and outdoor restaurants.

The Funny Apron Company
PO Box 1780
Lake Dallas, TX 75064
940-498-3308
800-515-8076 fax
800-835-5807 toll free
info@funnyaprons.com
www.funnyaproncompany.com
Contact: Ellise Lovelady

Our sturdy, generously cut aprons are 
proven impulse gift buys. Humorous cooking 
and male oriented themes include tailgating, 
barbequing, fishing, and hunting. Superior 
quality and prompt shipping. 

Jumping Pillow Gets Kids 
Moving at YMCA Camp Crosley

Commercial Recreation Specialists (CRS) recent-
ly added a Jumping Pillow to Camp Crosley, a 
YMCA camp in North Webster, Indiana, accord-

ing to Ron Romens, President of Commercial 
Recreation Specialists. “This Jumping Pillow is 
a low-maintenance, permanent installation that 
takes approximately fifteen minutes to inflate 
and creates a safe play area for a variety of 
age groups and abilities without the hazards 
normally associated with trampolines, jumping 
castles and some other traditional playground 
equipment,” said Romens.

“YMCA Camp Crosley has used the 
Jumping Pillow extensively with children 
twelve and under. The 47’x33’ size and 
bright colors of the Jumping Pillow draws 
attention, gets them excited about the 
activity and keeps them engaged. It also 
levels the playing field so kids are able to 
confidently participate in games and activi-
ties, even if they are not as coordinated or 
athletic as their peers,” said YMCA Camp 
Crosley Director Richard Armstrong. He 
continued, “YMCA Camp Crosley received 
grant funding for the Jumping Pillow 
because it adds a valuable fitness opportu-
nity for kids who might not engage in sports 
or other recreational activities. It has also 
been part of our programming for Activate 
America and In Shape Indiana.”  CRS is the 
exclusive camp distributor for the Jumping 
Pillow, a relatively new product in the 
United States, although they have been very 
popular in Australia and Europe for some 
time, according to Romens. 
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carry. Dual flush toilets also use flapper-less 
technology virtually eliminating leaks.

Though more expensive than standard 
toilets, dual flush toilets more than make up 
for their cost in water savings, less impact 
on septic and sewage facilities and peace of 
mind knowing that your business is leaving 
less of a footprint on our environment. 

Who’s Gone Green Now??
Jayco® RVs  Announces Renewal of 
Partnership with TREAD Lightly!®

Jayco® RVs announced it will renew its 
partnership with Tread Lightly!, a national 
nonprofit organization with a mission to pro-
actively protect recreation access and oppor-
tunities in the outdoors through education 
and stewardship initiatives, through 2008. 

Since 2006, Jayco has been an official 
partner of Tread Lightly! and has supported 
the organization’s efforts of empowering 
generations to enjoy the outdoors responsibly 

through education and restoration. Along with 
Tread Lightly!, Jayco has long been dedicated 
to helping keep the great outdoors clean and 
beautiful while encouraging RV adventurers to 
maintain and protect the environment. 

 “As a major RV manufacturer, Jayco is in 
the business of providing ways for people 
throughout North America to enjoy the great 
outdoors. Because of that, we believe we 
have a responsibility to be good stewards of 
the environment,” said Sid Johnson, Director 
of Marketing for Jayco. “Tread Lightly has 
demonstrated an important commitment 
to educating RVers on the significance of 
responsible and ethical recreation. We’re 
happy to support a cause that will allow 
future generations to enjoy RVing in an out-
door environment in a responsible way.”

Jayco’s sponsorship with Tread Lightly! is 
the company’s latest effort to help protect 
the environment. For many years, Jayco has 
supported giving back to future generations 
and protecting the environment by recycling. 
For these extensive recycling efforts, Jayco 
has been honored with the State of Indiana 
Governor’s Award for Excellence. 

About Tread Lightly!, Inc.
Tread Lightly!, Inc. is a national nonprofit orga-
nization with a mission to proactively protect 
recreation access and opportunities in the out-
doors through education and stewardship ini-
tiatives. For more information on Tread Lightly! 
and its sponsors, visit www.treadlightly.com.

The ARVC Report is proud to play a role 
in the “greening” of our world. Look for 
this “GoGreen” column in each issue. Do 
you have a green idea? a vendor you enjoy 
working with that runs a green business? a 
question about going green? Please drop 
me a line – I’d love to hear more…evanne@
roadabode.com.  
 

Correction: The ARVC Report editor attempted 
to give Joe Reda of Shade ‘n Net of Arizona a 
promotion in the byline of April’s article Form 
and Function on page 3. Joe Reda is in fact the 
Sales Manager. The owner of Shade ‘n Net is 
Rudy Martinez. Our sincere apologies.

GoGreen
Continued from page 5




